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riEMING SIGNS OHDER INCREASING RATE OP 60,000 SHOE WORKERS . ' 

More than 60,000 shoe workers, of the 240,000 employed by the industry, were 

guaranteed an increased hourly wage rate in an order signed today by Colonel 

Philip 3. Fleming, Administrator of the Wage and Hoiir Division, United States 

Department of labor, . . . . ' / ' 

Workers in this ntimber, largely engaged in piece work operations, were 

recently fo'ond to bo earning less than 35 cents an hour, the minimum wage for the 
Monday, 

industry established by today's wage order, which becomes effective/April 29, 1940, 

the approximate date requested by the industry. The order puts into effect the 

vmanimous minimum wage recommendation of a comiaittee, which investigated the 

industry, under the chairmnnship of Msgr. Francis J. Haas of Catholic University. 

The committee was comprised equally of representatives of the employers, the 
^ • " . . . . . ' . / ' . • . 

employees, and the public. ..: :; 

The shoe wage order will bring to more thnn 300,000 the number of v/orkers 

v;hose vffigo rate has been ordered increased by the Administrator. Previously, wage 

recommendations, nil above 30 cents but not nbove 40 cents an hour, have been 

approved for the textile* hosiery, nillinery, knitted outervrear nnd kiritted ..,,•-.: 

underv/cnx industries. The statute itself Increased the rates of 690,000 workers 
•' . >-. . " ••• • • • ' . iy - ' ' 

to 30 cents an hour. '.'v 'ii.ii-

"Establishment of this minimum wnge v/ill do imich to protect enployers who 

hnve been endeavoring to naintain decent wnges in this highly conpetitive industry," 

said Colonel Plening after signing the order. "The 60,000 shoe workers who will 

innediately benefit by this guarantee of 35 cents en hour are located in nnny 

States, but are largely concentrated in New England nnd the St, Louis area. 
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"Although there were jus t as nany shoe vrorkers naking l e s s than 35 cents an 

hour in New England as in the Middle West, the New England Shoe and Leather Associa­

t ion approved the 35 cent reconnendation. • i 

"Several representat ives of the nnjn'of actur ers enphasized the necessi ty for 

uniforn nnd universal enforceraent ns t h i s industry has nore than 2,000 es t ab l i sh ­

ments. This wi l l be quite a job in pol ic ing, ; 

"Twenty-one thousand of these 60,000 workers are located in New England. A 

study nade by the Bureau of Labor S t a t i s t i c s just a year ngo revealed that 12,000 

shoo workers in Massachusetts v/ere rea l iz ing less thnn 35 cents nn hour. There 

were 5,000 such in New Hnnpshire nnd 4,000 in Maine. 

"Sone 20,000 workers were naking less than 35 cents vn hour in the Middle 

Western area. There were 9,000 such in Missouri, 5,000 in I l l i n o i s pjid about 1,400 

in Tennessee. There were about 3,800 in Ohio. There are re la t ive ly few shoe 

es tabl ishnents raid shoe v/orkers in the Southern Sta tes . •' 
•••• i - ' y . --:•. . - ' i • 

"There was a 5 cent d i f fe ren t i a l in the shoe nininun wnge under N.R.A. 

between raen pnd wonen workers. There was nlso a d i f fe ren t ia l based on population^ 

That i s , in c i t i e s of nore than 250,000, nen were to be pnid not l e s s than 37-l /2: 

cents and wonen not l ess than 32-l /2 cents . There were three such classif icat ions— 

the lowest ninina applying to establisl-inents in connunities of l e ss than 20,000-— 

which were 35 cents for r.:en and 30 cents isn hnur for wonen. Today a c lass i f i ca t ion 

based on sex i s prohibited in the S ta tu te . The connittee decided against popula­

t ion c l a s s i f i ca t ions . " ' 
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